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REPLY COMMENTS OF
THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

The County of Los Angeles, California ("County"), by its

attorneys, hereby submits the following Reply to Comments

filed in response to the Commission's Notice of Proposed

RUlemaking in the above-captioned "Spectrum Refarming"

proceeding, FCC 92-469, released November 6, 1992.

The County's initial Comments demonstrated the serious

detrimental impact that the FCC's spectrum refarming proposal

would have on its critical public safety communications

systems, and urged that the Commission adopt instead the

alternative proposals of APCO and LMCC, which provide a more

reasonable time frame and approach to spectrum refarming. The

County submits this Reply for the limited purpose of

responding to the Comments of Association for Maximum Service

Television, Inc. ("MSTV").

MSTV makes the shockingly blatant and irresponsible

suggestion that the Commission actually terminate all land

mobile use of the 470-512 MHz band. ll The County has
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difficultly imagining an FCC action that would have a more

devastating impact on the citizens of Los Angeles County.

Virtually all of the land mobile radio communications of the

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, and most of the

communications of County's Fire Department, are on frequencies

in the 470-512 MHz band.£/ Every minute of every day these

radio frequencies are used to support vital pUblic safety

operations protecting the safety of life and property. Aside

from the direct harm to public safety communications,

replacing the Sheriff's radio communication systems would be a

waste of taxpayer resources, as the system was completed just

three years ago, at a total cost of over $60 million.

Even if the County could afford to replace its

communications system hardware, it is unlikely ever to be able

to find alternative radio frequencies. UHF Channel 16 (on

which most of the County's 470-512 MHz system is located) was

reallocated for pUblic safety use precisely because of severe

spectrum shortages in the Los Angeles area. 1/ Yet, MSTV

seems to believe that spectrum refarming will eliminate those

shortages, allowing all land mobile users to be reassigned

frequencies below 470 MHz. However, spectrum refarrning will

£/ See Comments of the County of Los Angeles, California,
at 2-3. Radio frequencies in the 470-512 MHz band are also used
by the City of Los Angeles Police and Fire Departments, and the
cities of Burbank, Glendale, Whittier, Redondo Beach, South Bay,
Santa Monica, Alhambra, Culver City, Montebello, and Pasadena,
California, for their pUblic safety communications systems.

1/ Amendment of Parts 2, 73 and 90 of the Commission's Rules
and Regulations to Allocate Additional Channels in the Band 470
512 MHz for Public Safety and Other Land Mobile Services, FCC
86-641, 51 Fed. Reg. 4352 (released Jan. 22, 1986), recon.
denied, FCC 86-579 (released Feb. 25, 1986).
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never keep pace with demand for radio frequencies, especially

in Los Angeles. The communications needs of pUblic safety

agencies in Southern California will continue to expand with

population growth, increasing burdens on police, fire and

other public safety operations, and new communications

technologies requiring additional radio spectrum. Spectrum

refarming may help alleviate some shortages, but it will never

eliminate those shortages in metropolitan areas such as Los

Angeles.

Therefore, for the reasons discussed above, the County

urges the Commission to reject any proposals that would

interfere with continued pUblic safety land mobile use of

radio frequencies in the 470-512 MHz band.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

JUly 30, 1993

By:

COUNTY OF OS ANGELES,

~~~
John ~r' Lane
Robert M. Gurss
WILKES, ARTIS, HEDRICK & LANE,

Chartered
1666 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 457-7800

Its Attorneys
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